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1st October 2026 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 

Attendance 
 

As we settle into the term, we want to share a quick update on our whole-school attendance and 
revisit why coming to school every day makes such a big difference for your child. 
 
Our school attendance target for this year is 97.5% or higher, in line with Government targets. 
While we know seasonal bugs and illnesses happen, every single day in the classroom helps 
build your child’s knowledge, routines, and confidence. 
 
The Impact of Lost Learning 
 
It can be easy to view an isolated day off or a few late arrivals as minor, but small amounts of 
missed time add up quickly over the school year. 
 

 
 
Why Punctuality Matters Too 
 
Arriving on time is just as vital as coming in every day. Children often tell us that walking into 
class late feels embarrassing or overwhelming. The first 15–20 minutes of the morning are when 
teachers outline the lessons for the day and children complete morning learning activities (e.g. 
Maths, spelling and English tasks), and help pupils settle in alongside their peers. 
 
•  5 minutes late each day = 3 full days of lost learning over the year. 
• 15 minutes late each day = 2 full weeks of lost learning over the year. 
 
 
Quick Tips for Smooth Mornings 
 
1. Prep the night before: Pack school bags, lay out uniforms, and check reading books before 
bedtime. 



 

          

 
2. Set a screen-free bedtime routine: A consistent sleep schedule makes waking up much 
easier. 
3. Reach out early: If your child feels anxious or reluctant to come to school, speak to us. We are 
here to work together and support your family. 
 
Is My Child too Ill for School? 
 

 
 
Reporting an Absence 
 
If your child is genuinely too unwell to attend: 
• Contact the school office by 9am on each morning of absence. 
• State your child’s name, class, and the specific reason for absence. 
• For non-urgent medical appointments, please schedule them outside of school hours where 
possible. 
 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support in helping our pupils learn, socialise, and thrive every single 
day. 
 
Warmest Regards 
 

 
 
Miss V Kirkman 
Executive Headteacher 
 
 


