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How we teach English

At Ripley, Beckwithshaw and Kettlesing we helieve that English is the most important
af the cwrriculum.

In school, we teach English through the use of Philip Webh. This involves the study
af quality whole texts so that pupils fully immerse themselves in the characters, settings
and plot of a story. This allows the pupils to- write in role more effectively as it provides
a clear audience, purpose and context for each piece of writing. It is also a strutegy
that seeks to support children's knowledge and understanding through a vuoriety of
opportunities and, they enjoy engaging with the hooks. Quality texts have been selected,
Jor children to study and where possible, these have links to the brouder curriculum
school and it really helps children develop o love of reading.

Ouwr structwre for English lessons revolves around a single piece of longer writing, linked,
to the text being studied. These writing opportunities have heen identified through
having a deep understanding of the text in order to provide learning opportunities that
will suitably engage and challenge all pupils. Each piece of writing is part of a
carefully planned sequence of lessons. To start with, pupils are taught a key spelling,
thwnwmdgmmmarSPAG objective which has been identified as heing

important for that piece of writing. Pupils then plan their piece of writing, studying or
appropriate. Pupils then produce a first draft of their writing before proofreading,
evaluations.

At Ripley, Beckwithshaw and Kettlesing, we have high expectations of all pupils
receiving their Pen License.

Pen Licence

for earning your pen licence pe—
\ Well Done! %
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Children also engage in spelling lessons at least twice per week. Lessons focus on
helpful rules and strutegies to spell words and are taught in a fun and exciting

Reading at Ripley, Beckwithshaw and Kettlesing

In our federation, we like to promote ‘the love of reading in all our children and we
wunt every child to leave the school being confident, fluent readers. We encowruge
children to ‘read for pleaswre and we have carefully selected a wide range of texts for
each year group, to ensure that children have access to a range of different authors,

We know that reading for pleaswre has o very positive effect on educational
day. They can select a wide range of hooks from hoth their class library, which
contains hoth fiction and poetry texts, and from our school library, which houses a
We are extremely, lucky at Ripley school to have an amazing hook selection. At the end

Guided Reading
A lifelong love of reading is further promoted through Guided Reading lessons. These
lessons. Pupils regularly take part in discussions about the hooks that are read to them
and those that they read themselves in order to gain a better understanding of
charucters, settings, plot and authorial intent. Here, owr teaching aims to develop

In orderto do this, pupils are taught key comprehension skills through a metacognitive
approuch and are exposed to a range of challenging texts. This follows a well-planned,
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understanding. Pupils are taught to use their prior knowledge in order to make links
and connections to what they are ahout to read. They are then taught how to identify,
any bariers to their understanding and remove these by using a runge of
strutegies. Pupils’ comprehension is then tested as they are challenged to think more
deeply about the text, answering questions which require them to- use evidence from

Reading at Home

As well as reading in school, we like to encouruge pupils to read as much as possible
at home. Parents are also encouruged to get involved with this, by listening to
children read and filling out their Reading Cards/Records. Teachers reward children
Jor completing their Reading homework and each half term, a reader is chosen for our
Reading Challenge.




